Parents and carers

Children, dyslexia and the law

How the law supports you as parents of children with dyslexia

The Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004, as
amended, provides the legal framework which underpins the system for
identifying and addressing the additional support needs of children who face
barriers to their learning.

What are additional support needs?

The term ‘additional support needs’ applies to all children and young people who
need additional support to enable them to benefit from school education. The
term could, for example, include those who are disabled and those who are more
able, as well those with dyslexia. The additional support required could include
learning support as well as non-educational provision such as speech and
longuage therapy, or support from social services or a voluntary agency.

How can the education authority help?

If a child is dyslexic the education authority must make ‘adequate and efficient
provision’ to meet the child’s need for additional support. However, in doing this
the authority is not required to incur ‘unreasonable public expenditure’.

Where an education authority refuses to comply with a request for particular
support it must explain the reason for its decision. It must also explain to you
what steps you can take when you disagree with the authority’s decision.




Your rights under the Education (Additional Support
for Learning) (Scotland) Act

If you are concerned about your child’s educational progress you can ask the
school to look into whether your child has additional support needs. You should
ask the class teacher, support for learning department or head teacher to do
this, giving a clear idea of your concerns. These could include concerns about
homework, reading, spelling, self esteem, general progress or other things. If

the school does not do this, or if you are unhappy with what they do, there are
further steps you can take. Please contact Dyslexia Scotland’s Helpline to discuss
this.
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Important - Dyslexia Scotland encourages schools and parents to

work together to get the best support for the child. Please read our
leaflet, ‘Identification of dyslexia in schools - information for parents’
which covers the process of identification of dyslexia in schools,

including Staged Intervention.
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Co-ordinated support plan

If your child has additional needs as well as dyslexia they might require a Co-
ordinated Support Plan (CSP). A CSP is a legal plan to help identify and ensure
provision of services required by children/young people whose additional
support needs arise from complex or multiple factors which have a significant
adverse effect on their school education. The additional support needs are
likely to last at least a year and require support to be provided by an education
authority and at least one other non-education service or agency. The CSP

is subject to regular review and contains specific information about your
child. It aims to ensure that all the professionals, the child/young person and
the parents/carers work together for the benefit of the child/young person’s
education.

A CSP will only be required by a child/young person with dyslexia when other
agencies outwith education (such as health or social work) are involved in order
to help the child meet their educational objectives.



Where a child/young person with dyslexia is not eligible for a CSP, other
arrangements such as an Individual Education Plan (IEP), Additional Support Plan
or Collaborative Assessment Plan are likely to be put into place. These will be
labelled differently by different authorities.

The Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act and the Code of

Practice set out criteria for eligibility for a CSP. There is also a factsheet on CSPs
available from Enquire (enquire.org.uk).
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